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Maria Vargas: Hello, and welcome to the 2021 Better Buildings Summit. I'm 

Maria Vargas, director of the Better Buildings Initiative at the US 

Department of Energy. Through Better Buildings, DOE is working 

with leaders in the public and private sectors to make our nation's 

homes, buildings, and manufacturing plants more energy efficient 

as a way to reduce our energy bills, protect our environment, and 

increase our nation's competitiveness. It's a partnership in the true 

sense of the word. By partnering together and tackling real-world 

problems, we can all be stronger and more resilient. The goal of 

our annual summit is to convene leaders across sectors and across 

our nation's economy to foster discussion so we can share solutions, 

learn from one another, create opportunities for innovation and 

even greater savings. 

 

Last year, we did our first virtual summit and were overwhelmed 

by the positive response. Thanks to those of you who are joining us 

again and welcome to those of you participating for the first time. 

We're eager to hear from all of you in the coming days. For those 

of you who've attended our summit in person, you know that our 

goal has always been to make the summit an interactive 

opportunity and forum to talk to each other and engage with one 

another. And even though we're virtual this year, we've designed 

the summit to be as interactive as possible. So please join in, ask 

questions, participate in polls, and submit feedback. 

 

One of the ways that we're gonna do that this year, like last year, is 

by using an interactive platform called slido for Q&A, polling, and 

session feedback. So there's no time like the present. If you will all 

go to slido.com, you can see it on the screen, either by using your 

mobile device or by opening a new window in your Internet 

browser. And today's event code is #DOE. If you select the room 

entitled Opening Plenary, that's how to join and answer the 

question that we have on the screen. You can also take a photo of 

the QR code shown on the screen to join in this platform. 

 

So our first question is to ask all of you to tell us a little bit about 

who you are. [Interruption in audio, 0:02:42] Tell us what sector 

of the – as folks come in, and I meant to tell you before, if you'll 

scroll down once you get to slido, there's more opportunities and 

more different sectors to choose from if you scroll down the screen. 

 

So we have a lot from we have contractors. We have government. 

We have industrial, nonprofit, higher ed. It's great to see, as we 

suspected, Better Buildings really is an opportunity for all different 

sectors across the US economy to convene, learn from each other, 

engage with others, and exchange ideas. Lots of government folks 
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joining, as well. 

 

We wanted you to have practice on slido because, as I mentioned, 

we're gonna be using it throughout the summit. So we have over 40 

interactive sessions at this year's summit, so please, really, engage, 

use slido, give us feedback. We're anxious to hear from you. Thank 

you all for participating in this first poll. It really is great to have 

you all here with us today. 

 

One last thing before I introduce our keynote speaker. If you are 

experiencing any audio or visual problems throughout today's 

session, please just send a message in your chat window located at 

8the bottom of your browser or your Zoom panel. 

 

So now, it is truly my pleasure to introduce today's keynote 

speaker, the US Secretary of Energy, Jennifer Granholm. Secretary 

Granholm is leading DOE in helping America achieve the 

president's goal of net zero carbon emissions by 2050, by 

advancing cutting edge clean energy technologies, creating 

millions of good-paying union clean energy jobs, and building an 

equitable clean energy future. Prior to her nomination as Secretary 

of Energy, Jennifer Granholm was the first woman elected 

governor of Michigan, serving two terms from 2003 to 2011.  

 

Welcome, Secretary Granholm. It is truly a pleasure to have you. 

 

 Jennifer Granholm: Well, thank you, Maria, and good afternoon, everyone. I am so 

excited to join you all for my first ever Better Buildings, Better 

Plants Summit. Let me start by recognizing the fabulous partners 

in this initiative. I know there's more than 950 organizations which 

represent just about every sector of our economy. These are our 

partners who've shown the nation really the tremendous payoffs 

that are offered in making our buildings, and our manufacturing 

plants, and our homes more efficient. 

 

And the numbers are in, and drumroll, please. You all have 

collectively saved more than 2.2 quadrillion BTUs, British thermal 

units of energy. Wow, more than $13 billion in energy costs since 

DOE and you all launched this initiative. That's amazing. You've 

kept more than 130 million metric tons of carbon dioxide out of the 

atmosphere. That's equivalent to the emissions of almost 29 

million cars, and you did it all while making your buildings more 

comfortable spaces to live, and work, and play. 

 

And those aren't projections. Those aren't goals. Those are actual 

phenomenal etched-in-stone impacts and they reach obviously far 
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beyond your bottom lines. Because when market leaders like 

yourselves lean into these challenges, when you work together 

toward the solutions, and you share with others how you did it, you 

pave the way for others to follow you, and for all of us to succeed. 

So the cutting-edge technologies that you adopt become industry 

standard. The pilot programs that you illuminate best practices of, 

that's how progress gets made and policy gets adopted at the 

granular level. 

 

So I'm very excited to be here and I know that we want to help you 

take things to the next level. As you know, and as Maria just said, 

President Biden has laid out the boldest climate agenda in our 

nation's history to put us on this irreversible path to net zero 

economy by 2050. And, of course, that path runs straight through 

our buildings, which currently account for over a third of our 

carbon emissions, and about 40 percent of the nation's energy use, 

and a whopping 75 percent of the electricity that we consume. 

 

So DOE has spent years researching, and developing, and 

deploying innovative technologies to make buildings more 

efficient, and programs like Better Buildings, Better Plants help 

folks like you run with them in the real world. And now the Biden 

Administration is putting even more muscle behind those efforts. 

We want to invest in a whole host of smarter, and easier, and more 

affordable building solutions from retrofits, to new construction, to 

grid integration, to heating and cooling. 

 

And so today, we're kicking off an effort that'll revolutionize the 

way we light those buildings. So a decade ago, DOE awarded our 

very first lighting prize or L prize. We awarded it to a 

breakthrough replacement for the 60-watt lightbulb. You guessed it, 

LEDs, light emitting diodes. And since then, LED technology has 

completely reshaped the lighting landscape. Each year, LEDs help 

the US avoid 98 million metric tons of carbon pollution and they 

save households about $225.00 alone on their utility bills. And 

commercial buildings, I think they save more than $5 billion in 

energy costs overall.  

 

But advancements over the last decade have raised the bar for 

lighting efficiency, and quality, and connectivity with the grid and 

other loads, especially in commercial buildings. So today, I'm 

really happy to announce that the next iteration of the L prize is 

going to be a new $12 million competition to spur transformative 

designs that can unlock this vast new potential, and beyond that, 

our goal is to manufacture these technologies here in America, and 

then to install them right away, delivering benefits to people even 
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before the competition ends. It is a massive opportunity for the 

Better Buildings community to help us accelerate innovation in the 

multibillion-dollar lighting industry. So spread the word. 

 

Okay, up next, like I said before, we want to help take your greener 

ambitions to the next level, and for years, the magic words, of 

course, have been energy efficiency. Thing is, we all know that 

truly decarbonizing our buildings and our plants are also going to 

require massive efforts to power them with cleaner energy 

technologies. So many of you have already set your own 

aggressive net zero goals here, which is amazing, but we know that 

you need more innovation to make your goals a reality and we 

need to help testing solutions out in the real world right now. 

 

So that's why we launched the Better Buildings low-carbon pilot, 

where we're working with partners to explore and to develop 

pathways to get their buildings, and their homes, and their 

manufacturing plants to low or no-carbon emissions. And so today, 

I am thrilled to announce that more than 55 organizations have 

committed to join us in this effort, and my hope today is that all of 

you are able to get on board. Together, we're going to figure out 

which strategies work, where folks are getting stuck, where we 

need to target our research and development priorities, and then of 

course, in the full spirit of this initiative, we're going to share what 

we learn with the rest of the market so that they can chart their own 

courses. 

 

What a treat to be able to work with all of you. So bottom line is 

mark my words. You will have the full support of this 

Administration in this effort. You can see our commitment in the 

president's American Jobs Plan, which will invest if passed 

hundreds of billions of dollars in decarbonizing technologies and  

R&D for clean energy solutions that can power Better Buildings, 

not to mention how it would expand energy efficiency tax credits. 

And if you stick around for the roundtable that we're doing right 

after this, you'll be able to hear about a number of new federal 

resources that the agencies are bringing to bear in this space right 

now. 

 

But if we're going to pull it all off, we need you to keep raising 

your ambitions and to keep showing to the rest of the nation that 

they don't want to miss out on this train. So if you know other 

organizations who are looking to up their efficiency game, connect 

them with us. If you are interested in joining the low-carbon pilot, 

come and talk to us. If you like what you see in the American Jobs 

Plan, come and talk to us. We need everybody to enlist in this fight 
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because the only way we're going to be able to meet our ambitious 

goals is if we work together. 

 

So I want to thank you all for stepping up and leading the way, and 

now I want to turn this over to our acting assistant secretary for 

energy efficiency and renewable energy, Kelly Speakes-Backman, 

who's going to share some of the other exciting program news, 

including which partners have met their goals this year. 

 

Kelly, take it away. 

 

 Speakes-Backman: Thank you so much, Madam Secretary. Welcome, everybody, to 

the 2021 Better Buildings Summit, and thank you for joining us for 

this remarkable gathering of professionals in the building industry. 

Within EERE, we are researching viable pathways to achieve a 

100 percent clean energy economy not later than 2050. And to 

execute our energy goals, EERE is going to need to coordinate 

closely with our federal and our non-federal partners, including 

National Labs and other DOE offices, the federal agencies you'll 

hear from at the at the roundtable next coming up, state agencies, 

state commissions, tribal and local governments, industry, and 

other nongovernmental partners. And that's why I'm so excited to 

be here today with about 5,300 of you. 

 

The Better Buildings initiative is a cross-cutting program that's 

really making a real change across the US economy. EERI's 

programmatic priorities all focus on decarbonization of different 

sectors, so we're looking at the decarbonization of the power grid, 

of transportation sector, the industrial sector, of course, US 

buildings, and the agricultural sector. I'll go into detail about some 

of these priorities, starting with decarbonization of the US 

buildings. 

 

I don't think I have to tell this crowd that our nation's residential 

and commercial buildings use about 40 percent of the nation's 

energy and it accounts for over 35 percent of US carbon emissions. 

Buildings waste one-third of the energy that they consume when 

we spend hundreds of billions of dollars a year to heat, cool, light, 

and otherwise power them. We've a really big opportunity in front 

of us to accelerate the building sector's transformation to meet the 

growing urgency of the climate crisis. And we have the 

opportunity to set an example in the federal government, the 

largest energy user in the whole country. 

 

We can improve the efficiency of our federal buildings and 

facilities and DOE is doing a lot of work to do that. We're taking a 
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whole of government approach, working with other agencies to 

help update programs across government to comply with the now 

current 2019 ASHRAE 90.1 and the 2021 IECC. 

 

But we also need to improve the efficiency of the nation's homes, 

commercial buildings, and industrial plants, and through the Better 

Buildings Initiative, DOE is accelerating investment and really 

sharing best practices to help residential and commercial buildings 

do the real work of cutting energy costs by being more efficient. 

Another priority that we have at EERE is 100 percent decarbonized 

electric grid by 2035, while ensuring that electricity is still 

affordable, secure, reliable, and resilient for all Americans. A 

greater focus on renewable energy is also going to protect our 

country's manufacturing backbone. That's what makes us stronger 

economically. We can and we should manufacture wind turbines, 

and light bulbs, and solar panels right here. 

 

Decarbonizing the industrial sector is also a priority for us. The 

industrial processes currently contribute as much as 20 percent of 

the nation's carbon emissions. We're going to electrify industrial 

process with renewables. We're going to use hydrogen to 

decarbonize industries like steel. We're going to capture and use 

emissions and improve the energy efficiency, of course. We're 

developing specific roadmaps to guide research and development 

activities to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and we're excited to 

share potential pathways to decarbonization with our 

nongovernmental partners since we all have a role to play in 

addressing climate change. 

 

And that's where Better Buildings comes in. Better Buildings 

brings together leaders from every major building sector and 

showcases how our nation's leading organizations can and are 

enacting change to reach their energy goals. As the secretary said, 

Better Buildings partners, you are the market transformers. 

Working individually and together within and across sectors, you 

are expanding what we consider possible. Better Buildings is a 

platform to highlight and share your leadership, your new ideas, 

and your innovation. 

 

Can we show the slides now? Fabulous, thank you. So before we 

recognize the partners that the secretary mentioned who have 

individually already achieved their goals, I do want to make sure to 

acknowledge the accomplishments of the partners collectively 

across the Better Buildings Initiative. Better Buildings partners 

represent more than 30 of the country's Fortune 100 companies, 12 

of the top 25 US employers, 12 percent of the US manufacturing in 
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energy footprint, and 13 percent of total commercial building space, 

as well as 17 federal agencies, 8 national labs, and more than 80 

state and local governments spanning the nation. 

 

The reach and impact of Better Buildings and its partners is pretty 

massive. Together, I think we can achieve change at the market, 

company, and community level, improving the places where all 

Americans live, work, play, and shop. Over 360 Better Buildings 

Challenge partners have saved more than $6 billion since the 

program's inception. The Better Buildings Solution Center, our 

online resource and information portal, saw a dramatic increase in 

users this past year. The Solution Center hosts more than 3,000 

solutions across sectors, barriers, and technology types. More than 

2,400 workers participated in our first industrial in-plant training 

since 2011, identifying more than $50 million in potential energy 

cost savings in manufacturing plants. 

 

So thank you for your leadership and your willingness to share 

what you're doing so that we can learn from each other and meet 

the challenges that we have in front of us. We will remain 

dedicated to helping our partners to take steps toward their 

sustainability goals. And with that in mind, we are pleased to 

announce the partners who have reached their energy, water, and 

financing goals. Now is the time to recognize our 2021 class of 

goal achievers. 

 

Our partners rose to the occasion this year and maintained 

efficiency as a priority among other priorities surrounding the 

building occupancy and safety. Many of our partners who usually 

submit energy and water data, weren't able to do so this year 

because of the pandemic. We appreciate that so many of you were 

still focused on efficiency despite these unprecedented challenges. 

Reaching energy and water reduction goals of 20 percent or more 

takes a lot of years. The 2020 program required new innovations in 

data normalization in order to identify the savings. 

 

So I'm pleased to announce that we have 12 partners who met their 

Better Buildings energy, water, and financing goals this year. Let's 

see the video recognizing our 2021 goal achievers. 

 

[Video played, 0:20:23 to 0:21:39] 

 

That was great. You can see here on the screen the logos of all of 

the 2021 goal achievers. Again, a huge congratulations to all of 

you who worked tirelessly over the years to get to this point today. 
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Next slide, please. We've highlighted many of the program's 

accomplishments, but we're not done yet. Partners continue to lead 

the way in new program areas, including water, waste, and more. 

Additional accomplishments and goals met include more than 10 

billion gallons of water saved, more than 550,000 tons of waste 

diverted, over $3 billion of financing extended in the past year, 220 

partners joined our newest technology campaigns , the Building 

Envelope and Integrated Lighting campaigns, and more than 100 

joined the most recent Better Buildings Accelerators focused on 

addressing barriers to workforce development and making 

infrastructure improvements in wastewater and correctional 

facilities. 

 

The Smart Energy Analytics Campaign concluded its work 

advancing the use of energy management and information systems, 

or EMIS, technologies in everyday building operations. Participant 

savings are projected right now at 4.1 tera BTUs and $95 million 

annually across more than 550 million square feet. You can see 

their results in the Smart Energy Analytics Campaign toolkit on the 

Solution Center. 

 

So as to the low-carbon pilot partners, Better Buildings started as a 

program about efficiency, and then we added water, and then waste, 

and then as the secretary just announced, our next step is carbon. 

We're really pleased to highlight the more than 50 industry-leading 

organizations who have committed to demonstrating viable 

pathways to low and no-carbon buildings. These organizations are 

doing something incredibly important, which is signaling to the 

market, and to America, and to the world that low carbon is not 

only possible but it can enrich the buildings where we live, work, 

and play. We are so excited to explore the pathways our partners 

create toward a low-carbon future and we really hope that you'll 

join us on this journey. All solutions and updates, of course, will 

be shared online on the Better Buildings Solution Center. 

 

And now, thank you for spending some time with me and let's 

transition back to Maria. 

 

Maria Vargas: Thanks, Kelly. Thanks so much for being here. We appreciate both 

you and Secretary Granholm taking time to be with us today. 

 

So congratulations again to our 2021 goal achievers and to those 

participating in our pilot to demonstrate and better understand the 

pathways to move beyond energy efficiency to low and no-carbon 

buildings. It's now my pleasure to highlight other partners, many of 

you, stepping up in important ways and signaling leadership within 



 2021 Better Buildings, Better Plants Summit Opening Plenary Page 9 of 15 
Maria Vargas, Jennifer Granholm, Kelly Speakes-Backman 

 

www.ubiqus.io  Page 9 of 15 

 

your communities, your sectors, and nationally. 

 

First, we'd like to recognize those of you who after achieving your 

first goal, came back for some more. These organizations that you 

see on the screen have stepped up to a second and sometimes third 

goal and are continuing to work with us as part of the Better 

Buildings and Better Plants family and we're thrilled to have you. 

In addition, we'd like to recognize our partners who are on track to 

meet their Better Buildings commitments. Better Buildings 

partners are big – you saw the video. They're big, they're small. 

Some of them have gone through mergers. All different reasons 

that organizations take time to make these commitments. 

 

So I just want to share a couple slides broken down by sector of 

our partners who are very much on track and who we congratulate 

on their work so far. In the commercial sector, we have a number 

of partners who continue to work hard to reach their goal. In the 

industrial sector, as well. Many multifamily partners are continuing 

to work with us in this really important sector of the economy. And 

then in state, and local, and our education partners, both K through 

12 and higher ed, a number of partners doing great work to really 

drive, innovate, and be creative about pursuing their energy 

efficiency goals. 

 

We'd also like to welcome new partners who joined us in the last 

year. We're so glad to have you as part of the program and we look 

forward to what you all will accomplish in partnership with us. 

Your partnership really does strengthen the program. Welcome 

aboard. 

 

Next, I want to highlight the 2021 Green Lease Leaders. In 2012, 

DOE, through the Better Buildings Initiative, partnered with the 

Institute for Market Transformation to develop a Green Lease 

Leaders awards program to really shine a light on forward-thinking 

real estate companies and practitioners who are modernizing their 

leases to spur collaborative action amongst landlords and tenants, 

and to drive greater efficiency and sustainability in buildings. And 

this year, we're pleased to recognize over 40 organizations at three 

different levels for Green Lease Leader recognition. So the slides 

you'll see are those winning and being awarded gold recognition, 

silver recognition, and special recognition for being part of teams 

making it happen. 

 

Next, we want to talk about last year. Last year, 2020, was a 

challenging year for all of us, but we were thrilled that our partners, 

as both Kelly and the secretary alluded to, continued to work with 
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us and we were able to launch several new initiatives across the 

Better Buildings Initiative. So you've already heard about the low-

carbon pilot, but it really does signal an important first step as we 

focus on the future and building on the energy efficiency work that 

we've already done in our buildings, our plants, and our 

multifamily housing. We also were able to launch and work with 

partners on a new industrial technology validation pilot, as well as 

a Smart Diagnostic Tools Campaign focused on the residential 

sector. 

 

So we're thrilled to have those of you working with us on these 

new efforts, and if you're interested, please be sure and reach out. 

As the secretary had said, come talk to us, because we'd love to 

have you as part of these efforts, as well. 

 

So on the theme of being creative last year, I want to spend the 

next couple of minutes recognizing partners who found creative 

ways to stay involved and contribute to the Better Buildings 

Initiative this past year. We recognize and appreciate that while 

our partners, all of us, really dealt with competing priorities, many 

of you were able to keep energy efficiency in the foreground of 

your work. We greatly appreciate you, partners, for not only 

continuing to prioritize efficiency but for your willingness to share 

with others and continued commitment to save energy. 

 

Those of you who've been around Better Buildings for a while 

know that one of the things that we really love to do is to travel 

and to see the work that you're doing in your multifamily housing, 

in your manufacturing plants, in the buildings that you run and 

operate. Well, we couldn't do that during the pandemic, but we had 

a number of our partners step up in a really creative way and 

volunteered to host our very first virtual site visits, opening their 

doors and showcasing their very energy-efficient properties. So 

thank you to the state of Maryland, Iron Mountain Data Centers, 

and Ford Motor Company. 

 

And for those of you watching, if you missed any of these virtual 

tours, we're going to repeat them on Wednesday afternoon as part 

of the summit. Great opportunities to see, albeit virtually, but it 

almost feels like you're there and it's an opportunity to see what 

these organizations and very different kinds of buildings were able 

to do and the savings they were able to generate. 

 

Also, because a lot of us spent a lot of last year on Zoom, we tried 

to make lemonade out of lemons and we hosted more webinars last 

year than ever before and we had no shortage of partners and 
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affiliates who were willing to step up from nearly every sector and 

share their expertise. So on the slide, we really want to thank those 

organizations who stepped up and shared their learning, their 

advice, their insights as part of the work they were doing on 

webinars. 

 

We were also able to launch last year our first ever summer series. 

That really was an outgrowth of not being able to do a full summit 

and there were sessions we knew we really wanted to engage with 

partners to share their learning. And so those summit sessions, if 

you will, became part of a summer series of webinars. And we're 

delighted to tell you that we're going to do another summer series 

again this year. But we are very appreciative to partners who 

shared their expertise via webinars. 

 

One of the things that makes Better Buildings partners so amazing 

and truly the leaders that we know you are is your willingness to 

share. Both Secretary Granholm and Acting Assistant 

Administrator Speakes-Backman mentioned the Solution Center 

and the importance of solutions. So even though we were in a 

pandemic last year, we had more than 60 partners share new 

solutions. More about the Solution Center in a minute, but if you 

haven't checked out the Solution Center, it's an incredibly robust 

opportunity to learn from partners who are willing to share what 

they've learned, good and bad, and the real-world experience and 

success that they've had in driving efficiency at their plants and 

buildings. 

 

Next, I'd like to recognize these industrial partners for the 

impressive energy efficiency projects and practices that set them 

apart this year. You'll have the opportunity to hear from some of 

these partners in the Better Projects and Better Practice awardee 

session at the summit later this week. We hope you'll join in. 

 

Okay, let's talk a little bit about the Solution Center. We talked a 

minute ago about the Solution Center and the importance of this 

platform, this dynamic platform that allows our partners and really 

anyone across the US economy to take advantage of the learning 

and leadership of partners working with us in Better Buildings. 

When partners join with Better Buildings, they commit to share 

solutions and we share these as part of the Solution Center. By 

sharing these experiences, the obstacles, the outcomes, and the 

lessons learned, our partners are able to help one another in the 

building sector at large. 

 

And while we organize partners often into sectors, often the 
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solutions have applications beyond a particular sector. For those of 

you who remember, that's why we did the Better Buildings swap, 

to make it clear that a lot of times when it comes to driving greater 

efficiency, you can look and learn from organizations that don't 

look like you and that there's tremendous opportunity in sharing 

those solutions across the board. So if you haven't checked out the 

Solution Center, we encourage you to do that. 

 

All of the wonderful thought leadership that we've mentioned so 

far today, the summit presentations, the webinars, the partner 

solutions, they're all online at the Solution Center. And the 

Solution Center is an incredibly and immensely valuable resource 

for all of you. We have a short video to just share with you a little 

bit more about the Solution Center. So if we can run that now, 

we'll share that with all of you. 

 

[Video played, 0:33:50 to 0:34:36] 

 

Wonderful. Well, thank you, and we hope that all of you have 

bookmarked the Solution Center on your computer and continue to 

use it as the helpful resource that we work very hard to make sure 

it is. 

 

I do want to share a couple things with you before we close today's 

sessions. One thing I wanted to make sure to highlight for all of 

you was mentioned by both the secretary and the acting assistant 

secretary, and that is a roundtable. It is a White House roundtable 

with government and industry that's coming up today at 4:15. This 

will be a really nice opportunity to participate and listen in on a 

roundtable where we have government leadership and industry 

leadership take the very first step in a discussion about 

decarbonization, not only across the federal family but really what 

it's going to take across the US economy to make that happen. 

 

And I think that it will be a great opportunity for us all, again, as 

the very first step and be looking for other opportunities to engage 

with both the Department of Energy and our sister federal agencies 

and departments as we all look together to explore the 

opportunities that exist when it comes to decarbonizing our 

buildings and plants in this country. 

 

There are a couple other sessions we have highlighted here. Those 

have been very popular in the past, and I think this year, you won't 

be disappointed. We have a session tomorrow at 11:00 where 

we've asked representatives from three of the national labs to sit 

down with our Department of Energy undersecretary and really do 
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something that they don't often do. It's prognosticate, think about, 

and talk about the two or three things that they're really excited 

about coming out of the national labs. So I would encourage you to 

tune into that session. 

 

It always promises to be a very, very exciting and informative 

session designed for you, end users of energy, people who are 

managing buildings, homes, and plants across the country. So we 

didn't ask them for pie in the sky, ten-year research predictions, but 

it's really the emerging trends and the things that they're excited 

about today. So I encourage you to join that session. 

 

I also want to bring to your attention the closing plenary that's 

Thursday at 3:45. The closing plenary is very much focused on 

what's important to us as the Better Buildings Initiative and that is 

our partners. So we've asked a couple of our partners to really 

speak to you and to talk a little bit about their experience. We've 

asked very different partners across very different sectors of the 

economy to share what's working, what's not, what they're excited 

about, what they're scared about, some of their challenges. So it's 

from partners and their perspective as part of the closing plenary. 

So we encourage you to make sure that that session is on your 

summit dance card,  as well. That would be great. 

 

So one of the final asks that we have to share with you today is to 

make sure that you fill out the survey. We're going to ask you as 

you come to summit sessions, to fill out surveys telling us how we 

did. So please, you can go into slido now or when this session is 

over. The poll will be open for the rest of the evening, so please 

feel free to give us feedback. We do want your feedback. It helps 

us improve every year. We're really hoping that next year, we're in 

person, but it doesn't matter. We want your feedback because the 

feedback you give us is important not only about how we did 

virtually but the topics that you're interested in, the issues that are 

important to you, and how we can make the summit a better 

experience for all of you attending. 

 

Lastly, I wanted to share with you a little bit about what happens 

after the summit. Oh, okay, sorry. No, that's my fault. Let's go back.  

 

So this is the rest of the summit at a glance. This is available online. 

I'm sure many of you have seen this. But we really have planned, 

based on your feedback as partners, for 40 interactive sessions as 

part of this year's summit, topics all across the board. Again, topics 

that you told us were important to you. So please do feel free to 

join as many of those as you can and are able to. Give us feedback, 
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chime in, lend your voice, lend your questions, lend your thoughts 

to those discussions. We, as a Better Buildings and Better Plants 

team, are very focused on making the session as interactive as 

possible, so please do feel free to sign up for as many sessions as 

you can. 

 

We talked a little bit about the summer webinar series. These are 

this year's sessions as part of our webinar series. As you can see, 

we're going to kick it off with a very hot topic, and that is how to 

go about electrifying our buildings. We've got some end users that 

are going to be part of that webinar and are going to be the 

speakers as we talk about things that are working and things that 

remain challenges for those partners acting now to pursue 

electrification for their buildings and plants. As we mentioned, this 

is the second summer, and we're thrilled about being able to do that. 

 

So lastly, please share your thoughts and connect with others 

online by using the #BetterBuildingsSummit2021. Follow us on 

Twitter and LinkedIn for more updates. Stay in touch with us. I 

like what the secretary said, come talk to us. She's exactly right 

and that's the way we feel as Better Buildings, too.  

 

So I really do want to thank Secretary Granholm and Acting 

Assistant Secretary Kelly Speakes-Backman for being with us 

today. And thank you most of all for being part of the audience and 

for joining us today as we kick off the 2021 Better Buildings 

Summit. We hope you'll join us in our next session, the roundtable 

featuring a number of cabinet folks. That'll be starting in just a few 

minutes. 

 

And finally, do please remember your feedback is important. We 

want to make you part of an integral part of the Better Buildings 

Summit this year. We're thrilled you're here and can't wait to hear 

from you. Congratulations to all of our partners who have met their 

goals and are continuing to pursue and lead the way to greater 

efficiency, and for those of you that aren't partners, please think 

about joining. We'd love to have you as part of the Better 

Buildings family. 

 

With that, we'll close the opening plenary, give you a couple 

minutes, and please join us at the next session on Advancing 

Building Decarbonization. Thanks everyone. Welcome to the 

summit. 

 

[Music playing] 
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[End of Video] 

 


